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CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is December 20th, 

2001. The time is 7:07 p.m. This is 

Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the Safety 

Battalion of the Fire Department of the City 

of New York. I'm conducting an interview 

with John Wilson, firefighter first grade, 
from Engine 58, in the quarters of Engine 

58. 

Q. John, just tell me the events as you 
recall them on September 11th. 

A. We were dispatched as soon as the 
second plane hit. We were watching it in the 
house. They sent us down basically right away. 
So we got down there pretty quickly. I couldn't 
really say the time. I guess we parked on West 
Street and, I would say, probably maybe Barclay. 
I couldn't be sure. It was a block or two away 
from the Trade Center, north of the Trade Center. 
There were a lot of rigs there, so we didn't get 
that close. 

We started walking down West, and the 
first thing we realized were the noises we were 
hearing were people hitting the ground. So we 


had to kind of detour across -- we went, I guess, 
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that median, over to the west side now of West 
Street, because we saw all these people coming 
down and we didn't want to get hit by them. 

So we kind of detoured around West 
Street like to the west side of West Street, kept 
walking, took a lot of extra bottles with us, 
whatever we could take. I think we took a rope. 

We were under the impression that the 
command post was at Liberty and West, so that's 
where we were headed. When we got there, there 
wasn't anybody there, no inclination, no -- it 
didn't seem like there was ever a command post 
there. But there was nobody around. 

We didn't go down Liberty for the same 
reason as West Street, because people were 
jumping and there was crap coming off the 
building. So we kind of went right by this south 
pedestrian walkway on West Street, you know, 
that goes over, and I guess there was kind of 
like a parking lot or something on that corner 
between Liberty and Cedar on West Street here. 
We kind of were going through that, walking wide 
of the street so we didn't get hit by anything. 


First thing I remember was we kind of 
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got split up. There was eight of us. The 
lieutenant was worried that three of the guys had 
gone ahead. They walked I guess a little faster 
than us. So they were ahead. Now he was like 
where are they? We could see them up the block. 
They were further up Liberty when I first saw 
them. 

Then we came over to realize that one 
of the brothers was down on the ground, and I 
went over there. I believe it was Danny Suhr 
from 216 Engine. He was on the ground, and his 
guys were with him. He was a mess. The other 
bunch of guys really didn't stand there that 
long, because they were taking care of their own 
guy. 

Q. What happened? Did he get hit with 
debris? 

A. He got hit with a body. I didn't see 
it, but that's what they told me when I went over 
there. I said, "What happened? Is he all 
right?" They said, "He got hit by" -- I don't 
know who told me, but that's what I was told. I 
didn't see that. He was crumpled on the ground, 


and he didn't look too good. 
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Then someone -- I don't know if it was 
a Port Authority guy, because there were a few 
people out on the street with white shirts and 
radios, like maybe from the buildings. One of 
those guys or a Civilian gave me a radio. They 
said, "Here." It was a Fire Department radio. 
It said 216 on it. It was all full of blood. So 
I guess it might have been Danny Suhr's. So I 
threw it in my pocket. 

Now we noticed Chief Scheffold walking 
up Liberty Street. We're yelling at him to get 
out of the street because we didn't want him to 
get hit, but he just kept walking. Now we were 
deciding where we were going to go. The command 
post we were assuming was probably in the Trade 
Center lobby by this time. 

We ran into the same Port Authority 
security guys, whoever they were, because they 
had their own radios. They were telling us that 
they think it was in Two World Trade they said 
there were firemen in the lobby there. He said 
we could access that by going through the 
Marriott Hotel. There was a bar I believe on 


Liberty called Tall Ships. He said if we went 
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through there we could go through the lobby, and 
then we could get to the Trade Center. So that's 
what we did. 

We quickly ran across the street, and 
we got into the Vista Hotel through the Tall 
Ships bar. We walked through the lobby I guess 
of -- we walked through the bar. I guess we came 
to the lobby. From my recollection I thought we 
kind of turned to the right. It wasn't like a 
hard turn, but we went to the right, going east 
now. That's where we hooked up with the other 
three. We saw the other three guys that we got 
separated from. So we got together with them. 

So now the eight of us were in the lobby. 

I don't know where they came from or if 
they were there when I got there, but Chief 
Scheffold, Chief Marchbanks, Chief Galvin and my 
lieutenant were having a little powwow. They 
were talking. The lieutenant said relax. We 
took our masks off. We were standing in the 
lobby. 

At this time we were in the lobby of 
the Marriott. Me, I personally don't remember 


seeing other companies at this time. It was 
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basically us and a few civilians, mostly people 
that worked there. It's totally hearsay, but I 
know a couple of the other guys, they'll tell you 
in their interviews they had seen 288, 23 Engine. 
So they'll be able to tell you better where they 
went. But I know of other guys from 58 did see 
other companies, but I personally don't remember 
seeing them. 

I would say we were in the lobby I 
don't think it was more than five or ten minutes, 
and they were talking, I guess discussing where 
should we go, what should we do. I think the 
lieutenant was on his way back to us to talk to 
us, and we heard the loudest roar that I ever 
heard in my life. 

Everybody just ran. We ran away from 
the noise. So the noise was to my east as I was 
standing the there. We ran back basically the 
way we came in, I don't know how far. All of a 
sudden I was just picked up. I felt the wind 
from behind me just pick me up and throw me. So 
now I'm on the ground. 

Now I started crawling. Hopefully I 


think I'm crawling the way I came in. However 
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long that lasted, ten seconds -- I don't know. 

It seemed like a long time. It just subsided, 
the noise. It was just like a crescendo sound 
like boom, boom, boom, and it just got louder and 
faster for like -- what did it last, ten seconds 
or something like that? 

After it was over I'm amazed, because I 
thought that was the end of it right there. I 
was getting pelted. I was just trying to crawl. 
When I got up, I grabbed the flashlight. There 
was a flashlight on the floor. It wasn't even 
mine. I just grabbed it. The first person I saw 
was one of these hotel guys crawling around. I 
grabbed him and said, "Come on. We'll go this 
way." 

Now I'm trying to call my guys. Now I 
started using the radio that they gave me 
outside, because I had, I would say -- four of 
the guys with us were probably basically probies. 
I tried to call them at the same time as I'm 
calling guys in the lobby. I'm trying to see 
what the hell is going on. Now it's pitch-black. 

I hear my lieutenant on the radio. I 


don't know where he is, but he's calling me. 
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He's calling whoever he can call too. By this 
time I ran into two of the other guys, Mike and 
Scott, from 58. 

Now it seemed like there were people 
all over the place. I don't Know where they came 
from. We tried to sort of go out towards -- we 
saw light. I think it was towards Liberty 
Street. It was just like a light. There were no 
doors or anything like that. 

A bunch of guys lifted up a rolldown 
gate that must have just fell down, because it 
wasn't there, I don't think, when we came in. So 
they lifted that up. 

Now the lieutenant, he was calling us 
and I'm trying to find out where he is. I'm 
calling all the guys outside. Actually I think 
John Weber had the radio. I got him on the 
radio. He said he was outside already. He got 
out with three of the other guys, I believe. So 
I said, "All right. Stay outside." 

We didn't know where the lieutenant was 
yet. I still to this day the three of us aren't 
sure, the three of us that were in there now 


still with the collapse, the first one, that we 
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somehow located the lieutenant. I don't know if 
I found him or who found him. We don't even 
know. We just heard him now, without his radio. 
I think we just heard his voice. We went back 
towards the building in the lobby area. I 
believe he was behind the elevators that were 
facing south. I think there was a bank facing 
south and north. 

So we found him. Now he's buried. 
He's behind this elevator. He's trapped. We 
told him that everybody was accounted for. That 
was a load off his mind. He was worried about 
where everybody was. I said, "We've got 
everybody." He was like, "All right. Then get 
me out of here." We're like, "All right. We're 
going to get you out of there." 

At this point I personally didn't know 
that that whole building collapsed. I knew 
something collapsed on us. That was some scene 
there for a minute. 

At this point -- I don't know if you 
want me to tell you this, because I didn't 
actually see that. But Chief Galvin had a rope, 


and he wrapped it around a pillar, and he went 
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one way and he gave the bag to Scott from 58. He 
went towards where Lieutenant Nagel was with the 
bag. 

So I remember him dropping the bag at 
our feet. We were standing there talking to Bob. 
He said he was fine. He said, "I'm all right. 
I'm not hurt." I gave him a flashlight to see if 
he could look around, see what was going on in 
there. 

Then the weirdest thing was -- you 
mentioned before -- I never really heard any 
maydays. I didn't hear any of that. I didn't 
have the radio out of my pocket until the 
collapse happened. Now when I brushed myself 
off, it was in my pocket. So I didn't have the 
mic out or anything like that. So that's why I 
wasn't hearing anything. 

113 Truck appeared out of somewhere. 
They weren't with us -- they said they heard on 
the radio -- I guess they heard that we were in 
there because my lieutenant was trapped. So they 
came in. Ray Brown was the lieutenant. I know 
him a little bit. His brother was a fireman 


here. So he came in. I guess there was four of 


J. WILSON 12 


them. 

So Scott Paskewitz went out. We asked 
him, "Scott, why don't you go out and see if you 
can get some tools," because we had nothing. So 
he went out, and he came in -- I don't know if he 
came in, but 113 and him wound up coming in 
together. They had a partner saw, a saws-all. 
113 brought in air bags. 

We proceeded to try to do something 
with Bob. I don't know how to describe it. It 
was just a maze of junk. There were little 
studs, there was sheetrock, there were pipes, 
wires, everything. 

He was just in this little corner 
behind the elevator. He said he was fine but it 
wasn't like he could walk out. I could see him. 
I could talk to him. The ceiling above him 
looked very shaky. Something had knocked out. 
It was like a pillar. It was a wooden-faced 
pillar. 

A lot of those pillars I think had wood 
facing on them. The one I saw later when the 
building was coming down, it was just an I beam 


probably. I don't know if it was. That was 
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leaning against the wall. It looked like it was 
holding a lot up. So we couldn't touch that. 

Ray Brown, he was like -- I was kind of 
trying to watch the ceiling, and Mike got the 
saws-all. He cut, I would say -- at the same 
time, I forgot to say, it was Lieutenant Nagel, 
I'm talking to him. He told me that he could 
hear Chief Marchbanks and Chief Scheffold. 

I was like, "You all right?" He said, 
"Yeah, yeah. Marchbanks and Scheffold are right 
back here." He could hear them, I guess; I 
couldn't. He told me that they were right near 
him somewhere; how far, I don't know. 

So Mike had cut, I would say, maybe two 
pieces of pipe or the sheet metal or whatever he 
was cutting. He was cutting another piece. Now 
we heard this noise again, like this rumbling 
noise. I assumed the same thing is happening 
that just happened however long ago it was. It 
didn't seem like it was a half hour. It seemed 
to happen pretty fast. 

So I just was standing right there. It 
was Ray, me, Mike and Scott. The other two guys 


from 113 actually left. Ray asked them -- he 
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goes, "I'm going to go outside and see if I can 
go around." He was looking for another way to 
access Bob Nagel. 

So it was just Ray, me, Mike, Scott and 
one guy from 113 that I remember being there now. 
So it was five of us. Now we hear this rumbling 
again. We're like, "Oh, Jesus. Now what?" We 
tried to run again. We were running the way I 
think we came in. We were running back, I would 
say, towards Liberty Street, in whatever's left 
of the hotel now. Maybe half of it is left now. 
I don't know. 

So the same scenario. We get knocked 
down and pounded around and knocked around. 
However long, 10 seconds, whatever, 20 seconds, 
from what they say, whatever I read. It just 
seemed longer when it happened. 

So now I'm still around after the 
second one. I'm like, "Oh, man, this is 
amazing." Now I'm screaming to Scott. I scream, 
"Scott." He said, "What?" I would say he was a 
foot away from me. We were laying on the floor, 
because I hit the floor and I rolled and I hit 


the wall. So I just stayed by the wall. 
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When everything stopped, the noise 
stopped and everything, I was screaming Scott's 
name. He was at arm's length away from me. I 
could touch him. I didn't see him. I'm calling 
him. It got black again, and it cleared up 
pretty good after the first collapse. I guess 
because it wasn't that big an area. It cleared 
up pretty good. We could see fine. When I got 
outside later, it was a mess out there like with 
the dust. 

So now we heard the second rumbling. 
Now we ran again. I'm calling for Scott. He's 
right next to me. Now I'm calling Mike. He's 
not answering me. Ray Brown is not answering me. 
The other guy, I didn't even get his name. At 
this point I'm calling him. Nobody is answering. 
I'm like, oh, man. Bob is not answering. 

So finally now I see a light. I'm 
screaming. The guy's saying, "Keep talking." It 
turned out to be a guy, Richie, from 113. He 
came to my voice with his light. Mike said 
something. Now he's coming. So now they're 
coming out. But I still haven't heard from Ray 


Brown. 
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I'm like, oh, man, Bob's not calling. 
I'm thinking they must be buried now, both of 
them. I didn't see Ray. So we're like let's try 
to make our way out of here and see what the hell 
happened, because I still hadn't in my wildest 
dreams thought that two buildings, both of them, 
came down. 

So we started to work towards the way 
we saw the light. It turned out I guess it was 
around Liberty Street. It was right near that 
south walkway we wound up coming out. 

Just as we're getting ready -- because 
we had to climb up -- I would say the rubble 
probably was like two stories high just to get up 
to go out, out of the lobby area. 

I turned around and I see a figure 
coming at me. I come back down. It's Ray Brown. 
He's like staggering out. I grabbed him. He was 
a bloody mess. I said, "Are you all right, Ray?" 
He's said, "No, I'm not." So we grabbed him. We 
helped him. 

Now we start climbing up out of the 
place. Nobody around when we came up and looked 


out. It was just like a ghost town. It was just 
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like burning vehicles, the snow scene type of 
thing, cars buried, fires, cars on fire, puddles 
everywhere. I don't know what that was from. A 
lot of puddles, which I was afraid to step in, 
not thinking I'm going down a level. Trying to 
avoid that and trying to carry him. 

The first person I remember seeing was 
a photographer, a guy with a big camera around 
his neck. I didn't pay him any mind. I sawa 
fireman too. I saw Jimmy Marketti, who is a 
chief now. He's coming towards the building with 
a pair of shorts and a T-shirt. He just came in 
on his motorcycle, he said. 

So he starts helping us carry Ray. I'm 
tell him that Bobby Nagel, we lost him in the 
building. I'm having a very hard time carrying 
this guy too, because I'm a little tired, a 
little beat up. 

So a couple other fire trucks, Scott 
got an EMS chair out of a broken down van. We 
put Ray Brown in the chair, tried to carry him in 
that. That was pretty difficult too, just up and 
down whatever, I beams, trying to avoid this 


water. For whatever reason, I'm thinking I'm 
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going to sink. 

Gathered up another fireman, start 
seeing people. He had oxygen. He threw oxygen 
on Ray. So I kind of pass him off to some other 
guys. I can't even carry this guy anymore. At 
that point Jimmy Marketti, myself and Scott went 
back and tried to get back into the building, 
basically to look for Bob. 

So we went back in and were looking 
around for Bob. Actually when we first tried to 
go back in, I don't think we made it back in, 
because now a fire had started right by the area 
we came out of. There was a fire there. So we 
had to go around another way to get back in. 

The area we got back into in the lobby 
area, believe it or not there was a pretty good 
size area that was unbelievable. There was still 
bottled water there that didn't break, the very 
southwest, I guess, of the hotel that we had 
wound up amazingly getting to. 

So we climbed back in. Now we're going 
back over this pile of just rubble. That's 
exactly what it was, just piles of like ceilings 


that came down. It was a mess, trying to go up 
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and down and around, calling him, no answer. 

Now other people show up. I remember 
there was a guy from Rescue 1, I think I saw. I 
Saw 252 Engine. It might have been an officer 
from 252 and a fireman. Now other guys just 
start showing up. Now there's a good ten people. 
I don't know where they're coming from, but maybe 
they heard us originally. I don't know. 

They're in there. They're trying to go 
through holes. Everybody is just trying to get 
in. We're not getting anything done there. It 
was bad news. Bob is not answering the radio. 
His radio was kind of shitty to begin with, I 
think, because he was having a hard time -- even 
before the second collapse his radio was I think 
dying or maybe it was just all the crap in the 
air. 

So we went back in. I would say 
basically futile attempts it turned out to be, 
unfortunately, to get back towards the area where 
we Knew Bob was. The building actually collapsed 
right up to the pillar that had the rope on it. 
You could still see the rope. We knew we were 


just north of that. 
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How far could we have run after the 
second building came down? We were talking 
amongst ourselves, it couldn't have been more 
than 10 or 20 feet that we got before the 
building knocked us down again. 

Then a chief showed up out of -- like I 
said, I don't know where these people came from. 
I'm not paying attention. Now there's a chief 
there, and he's asking us what's going on. I 
told him my lieutenant's in there, he's still 
buried, we have to try to find him. 

He said, "Have you talked to him?" I 


said, "Not since the second collapse. I've had 


no communication." I said no communication with 
him. We have no -- in other words, no 
communication -- we don't know where he is, blah, 


blah, blah. He's telling everyone we've got to 
get out now, get out of the building. So he 
starts herding everybody out of there. 

So we got out. He chased everybody 
out. We got out. I went back again. Numerous 
times that day we went back, kept going back in. 
I don't know why, piece of mind, I don't know, 


which you're not going to get by doing that. 
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Just to try to think I'm going to be able to find 
my lieutenant and the chiefs, which we never did. 
We still haven't to this day. 

Basically after we got out of there 
that time, finally we got out of there. One guy, 
Mike, with me was limping badly. He said, "Oh, 
I'm all right." It turned outs his leg was 
pretty messed up. He was limping badly. 

We walked towards the river, looking 
for an ambulance, an EMS or anything, trying to 
drink water, walked around, found him an 
ambulance. Actually we didn't find him an 
ambulance. We walked around in almost like a 
circle. We went to the river, headed back 
around, got our eyes washed out along the way 
somewhere, got a drink along the way, and came 
right back to where we started. 

I think I went back in again. Mike at 
this point was hurting pretty bad, and I was 
starting to go find an ambulance to get him of 
there, which he didn't want to leave. 

Basically that's what we did for the 
rest of the day. We just kind of walked around. 


After we got out of there, we took care of Mike. 
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He got in an ambulance. Actually he went with 
someone else. He wound up getting on a boat. 

Everybody from here started showing up. 
I ran into the guys from my company; I don't know 
what time it was. They were under the impression 
the whole company was missing. I said, "No, 
Bob's missing." 

Then we tried to get back in again. 
Basically all day I must have spent basically 
going in and out of there, to where Bob was. I 
really had no contact with other firemen that I 
remember in the lobby of the Marriott. Like I 
said, once you talk to all the guys from here, a 
few of them did, at least two or three of them I 
know. 

Like I said, we got split up. So they 
saw the other companies and they got sent to 
wherever, and they were waiting for us. 

Otherwise we would have been in probably the same 

place they went. I don't know if they went up in 

the hotel or to the south tower. Like I said, 

you might hear that from some of the other guys. 
Q. Is that it, John? 


A. That's about it. 


Q. 


p.m. 


T 
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Thank you, John, for all your help. 
CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 7:30 


and this concludes the interview. 
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